










March 23, 2010

Honourable Minister __________

Address

Address

Dear Honourable Minister ______________,

I am writing to you today not only as a member of your constituency but also as a Registered Optician.  As a Registered Optician, I am on the front lines dealing directly with the public and working hard to protect them from common complications from being fit with the wrong optical appliance.  As an Optician, I take an optical prescription and work with the patient to address as many of their vision issues as possible. This can include things as simple as determining what frames or contact lenses or visual appliance will fit them the best and do the best job of maximizing their vision to things as complicated as adapting this prescription using many different optical and mathematical formulas based on many contributing factors to best help them utilize their visual appliance for more specific needs relating to their profession or perhaps their leisure activities.

I must ensure I take all of these measurements and factors into consideration when fitting and dispensing the public their eyewear because if I do not, there can be many possible complications including but not limited to; an issue with perception, balance and/or clarity obviously impacting the patients day to day work and personal lives possibly putting them and others at risk of physical harm;  permanent refractive errors (especially in young children as they are still developing); corneal ulcers and infections from improperly fitted or cared for contact lenses (the scary part with these types of contact lens complications is that as a result of lack of oxygen, the cornea more often loses sensitivity making the symptoms do not seem obvious to the wearer and so the only way to discover and treat them before they become severe, is regular visits to an eye care professional).

As an Optician, I am often the first point of contact for the public if they have questions or concerns about their eye health or vision.  As there are over 800 Registered Opticians in Alberta (more then both Optometrists and Ophthalmologists combined), we are more readily accessible to the public and thanks to our education, we are able to ask the necessary questions to help them determine whether their vision or eye health concerns are something I can help with or if I need to refer them and help them get into the next level of eye health care, be it an Optometrist or Ophthalmologist, depending on their needs.  

My education and continued professional development requirements ensure that I am properly qualified to protect the public in these and many other fashions.  I look forward to continuing to serve Albertans as a proud Optician for years to come and to continue being a valuable and contributing member of your constituency.

Thank you for your time and attention.  If you would like more information about Alberta Opticians please visit www.opticians.ab.ca or for more general information on Canadian Opticians visit www.licensedoptician.ca .

Respectfully,

Your name and signature here, include your license #
